*F2 "The Excellency, Nectſfety, 
' forE/an Old Man has one foot in the grave, 
and [what ſais the voice. from: Heavein® . 
"Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord,3| 
- Rev: 14. 134. A good Old Man'then- ioupy 
-on' the Threſhold of 'Heaven : well 
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in reach of the Prize. 
1:tConfider what I ſay, and the Lord give, 
Prucuaymatling! in all things. : + 
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s' THOMAS BENDTSH, Baronet, 
Sent Ambaſlador from King CHARLES &f + ing 
Bleſſed Memory, to the Grand Seignior in : by 


CONSTANTINOPLE, 
Anno, 1647. 
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To Inform the World, and to Remember the Governonr and 
Company of Merchants trading into the Levant Seas, of 
the Services he hath done them. and this Nation, there ; 
which by their carriage towards him, many of them ſeem 
to have forgotten. 


9 Ad not the manifold diſobligations, which ſome of 
T the ſaid Company, in the name of the whole, have 
7 laid upon me (ſince it pleaſed his Majeſty to re-call 
Dy me from that Negotiation) caſt ſome umbrage upon 
CSISS my name and reputationin the eye of the World 
(which will not eaſily believe ſuch unkindneſſes could come unpro- 
voked on my part) I could have eafily ſat down in ſilence, content 
with the Conſcience of having diſcharged my Duty therein, as be- 
carne the honour of a Gentleman, and have imputed their ingrati. 
tude and forgetfulneſs to the common chance that attends upon all 
humane affairs,and eſpecially upon thoſe, that have to do with men, 
whoſe principles direct them to no higher end then their own profic 
and advantage. 


- Butſince, to abſolve themſelves from that juſt ſatisfation they 
A ought 
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THE 


REMONSTRANCE, 
M A N I F-E S T 


O Ft 


s' THOMAS BENDTSH, Baronet,/+ 
Sent Ambaſſador from King CHARLES of 


Bleſſed Memory, to the Grand Seignior 1n 4 
CONSTANTINOPLE, 
Anno, 1647, 


To Inform the World, and to Remember the Governonr and 
Company of Merchants trading into the Levant Seas, of 
the Services he hath done them, and this Nation, there ; 
which by their carriage towards him, many of them ſeems 
to have forgotten. 


SSI Ad not the manifold diſobligations, which ſome of 
& the ſaid Company, in the name of the whole, have 
7 laid upon me (ſince it pleaſed his Majeſty to re-call 
RY) & me from that Negotiation) caſt ſome umbrage upon 
SSBSH my name and reputationin the eye of the World 
(which will not eaſily believe ſuch unkindneſſes could come unpro- 
voked on my part) I could have eafily ſat down in filence, content 
with the Conſcience of having diſcharged my Duty therein, as be- 
carne the honour of a Gentleman, and have imputed their ingrati. 
tude and forgetfulneſs to the common chance that attends upon all 
humane affairs,and eſpecially upon thoſe, that have to do with men, 
whoſe principles dire& them to no higher end then their own profic 
and advantage, 


- Butſince, to abſolve themſelves from that juſt ſatisfaCtion they 
A ought 


(2) 

onght in honour to make me, they have found out ſo ignoble a way 
as not onely to proſecute me with Svits in Chancery,upon feigned 
pretences of my being their Debtor, but to load me alſo with diſho- 
nour and reproach, and to ſigmatize my name with ſcandals, and 
crimes of a moſt horrid and 0d:04s nature; I find my felt ſo farr in- 
debted to the honour of my Family, as not to ſuffer the yet unſpor. 
red Reputation thereof (tranſmitred to me by my Anceltors) to be 
loſt in me for want of a juſt and neccſſary Vindication, 

And though I am not 2pt to glory in mine own actions (holding 
it for a rule, who boaſts his own good deeds, does in the very a& 
thereof ſorfeit his reward) yer, if in wiping off that Dirt which hath 
been thrown upon me, I am forced to recount my Services, with 
thoſe jaſt advantages they have merited (from thoſe at leaſt who 
have reaped the benefit of them) I hope the candid and ingenious 
Reader will make a fair Interpretation thereof, by diſtinguiſhing ſo 
neceſſary a Juſtification, from a vain and empty boaſting. 

What the advantage and benefit of the Tarkie Trade hath hereto- 
fore been, and now again is (not onely to this [Nation i: general, but 
more particularly to the Levayt Company) 1s not unk10wn to an 
who haye conſidered how many thouſand Wogllen Clochs (the 
Stapie Manufacture of this Kingdom) are yearly exported from 
hence thither, and what vaſt returns thereof are made from 
thence in Raw Silk, Cotton Woo!ls, Cotton Yarn, Grogerin Yarn, 
and other like Commodities,upon the converſion of which into Va. 
rufaRure, ſo many thouſands of his Majelties Subjects are daily fer 
0n work,and thereby enabled to maintain themſelves and families. 
But in how low andunſettled a Condition I found this Trade at my 
arrival in Coxſtantinople, and how flouriſhing left it, at the end of 
my well-neer fourteen years Negotiation, ſince ſome of the ſaid 
Company have fo willingly, and unworthily forgotten, I muſt crave 
leave to put them in mind thereof, that by comparing the difference, 
they may be convinced (if it be poſſible) of their own ingrartitude, 
and the World inform'd of their injuſtice towards me, Wherein yet 
1 would be underſtood, not to rcflet upon all the Members of this 
Society, knowing many of them to be Perſons of much honour and 
worthineſs, and fuch as wholly diſlike the proceedings of the reſt ; 1 
call therefore to thoſe others to remember ; 

That ſome time before my arrival, the Fence and Security of all 
their priviledges (founded upon former Treaties and CIs 

etween. 
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between the Crown of Exr/aud and the Grand Seignior ) had been 
thrown down and trodden under foot: And that \' report of that 
unnatural Fire which was then burning in Fngland( being kindled 
by Rebells againſt their natural Prince) had rendred the Enghi/>, 
without diftirction, ocious, and contemptible, even in all parts ot 
the World where they reſided, eſpecially in Conſtantinople ;, of whici 
the Vizier, (the great Aſinifter, and ſole Governor of the Empire) 
raking advantage, ard looking upon the Exg/ifh Nation, as men 
with whom no faith was to be kept, willingly ſuffered all marner 
oi deprediations to be done unto the Reſiders there. 

And hence it was, that at my arrival, 1 {ound the FaRory in 10 
oreat diſorder, and confuſion, as that their goods and merchandize 
were, by T=rhif> violence, frequently torn from them by the Yizier 
bimleif, and other Officers,not onely out of their Ships, and Veſlels, 
bar our of their very Houſes too, without price, or hope of payment; 
their perſons affronted, reviled, yea, and kick'd in the very {treets, 
their Mariners beaten aboard their Ships, and nothing wanting to 
make them perfectly miſerable, but captivity it ſelf, and that which 
aggravated all theſe calamicies, was, that it admitted of no redreſs 
or cure, but by the ſame hand that was the cauſe of all their grie- 
vances, even the Vizier himſelf. | 

To him therefore ( after advice, and counſell with the Factory, 
though hopeleſs of any good ſucceſs) I made my application, en- 
deavouring by all fair means ( for there was no other then to be 
offer'd at ) to make him ſenſible ofthe wrongs done, and to obtain 
juſtice, and ſatisfaction, for the goods taken away, as aforeſaid, 

Now, ſo far was he from granting my deſire ( though making 
many fair promiſes, and proteſtations, at the firſt ) that in fine, 1 
receiv'd no other Anſwer, then a flat and peremptory Denyal, and, 
inſtead of reſtitntion, a demand of our Ships ( being ſeven in num- 
ber) to ſerve the Grand Seignior againſt the Yenetians, and to 
ſhew that he was in good earneſt, command was then immediately 
given by bim to the Captain Baſſa, to force them into the ſaid ſer. 
vice the next morning , moſt of them being then laden, and ready 
for departure. 

This being the ſtate of affairs in this junRure of time, I ſhall 
deſire the Company ( if at leaſt they have any ſenſe of honour, or 
any gratefull remembrance of the courſe 1 took they, with the de- 
ſperate hazard of my life, and all that was dear to me, to extricate 
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q 
them out of this labyrinth ) to look back, and call to mindthe preat 
danger which hung over their Fators heads, and their own eſtates, 
being then deprived both of Ships to ſupply their Trade, and of 
goods to trade with, and to conſider whar they then, or their FaRtors 
were able to have done, ſave to lament their loſſes, and ſtand as ſo 
many Ciphers to make the accomp: of their miſeries the greater?had 
not the providence of God dire&ed me to a courſe no lefs deſperate 
then their condition, and made me therein ſucceſsfull, 

The Fizier, as much incenſed as the havghtineſs and avarice 
of an enraged Barbarian could make him, and therefore not at 
all to be dealt with ; The Grand Scipn'or himſelf inacceſſible, bur 
by, and through his means : 'n this extremity of their condition, 
what was now to be done, but to make my publick Appeal unto 
the Gr. Scignior with fire upon our +hips ? (a courſe as hazardous,as 
it was rare and unuſual) But the honour of the King my Maſter, 
under whoſe Commiſſion 1 was, the intereſt of the Exglif> Nati. 
on, and, in particular, ofthe 7 arkie Compaxy, together with mine 
own Reputation lying at ſtake, | made no difficulty ro break through 
all conſiderations of danger, and to make my Appeal againlt the 
Vizier, in the form before mentioned, 

Which ( to let paſs the paſſages in the managery thereof, leſt l 
ſhould be thought to glory in mine own ations } took its deſired 
effe&t, and was the means of reſtoring the Factory, in lefs then two 
days, to the full height of their Ig, honour, andeltate, and 
that in a greater ſplendour then ever they formerly enjoy'd them, 
for thereupon, the Ships were releaſed from the Grand Scignier's 
ſervice, the Cuſtoms which, before my time, had been raiſed 
from three to lix per Cent, were reduced again to three ; ten 
thouſand Dollers were brought in ready mony into the Ships, to- 
wards the fatisfaRtion of thoſe goods the Yizier had taken away, 
and ſecurity given for what remain'd unpaid; debts, old and de. 
ſperate, due to the Company from 7:ws and others, before my 
time, were by the power of the Vizier ( who then faw himſelf in- 
 dangered by the Appeal ) forced to be ſatisfied, and all poſſible 
aſſurance given, that we ſhould be civilly treated in the future, and 
that the Capitulations ſhould be inviolably preſery'd : And thus 
far they have been as a8 good as their words, that from the day of 
their promiſe to the time I left Corſtantinople,they never attempted 
ro take by force any goods whatever, either from our Ships, or 
Merchants houſes, which before was uſual, And 
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And however the memory of this eminent Service ( pardon 
the expreſſion) comes to be obliterated, yer, as it pleaſed biz 
late Majeſty, of ever bleſſed memory, to own it in a Letter to 
me from the Iſle of Wight, and, in his royal ſenſe of my Service 
therein, to honour that ation with the title of 4 Diſcreet an4 

ut behavionr; ſo time was, when this very Company ( who 
now blaſt my Reputation with fo much violence, and fo litcle 
cauſe) were not backward to acknowledge it ina Letter, ſent ro 
their Factory in Conſtantinople. 

Wherein their words were, That, th:y were onely ſorry that 
their preſent condition was ſuch, as mage them unable to remnnerate 
my care according to my merit, which yet th:y hoped thry might in 
time be in a capacity to dy, Which, how far they have been mindfull 
of. 1 leave tothe Woiid to judge, when 1 ſhall have inform'd them, 
that to blot out the memory ot this obligation ( which they have 
not honour enough to recompenſe ) they have unjuſtly loaded 
me with diſgrace, and, in their malicious Bills, exbibited againſt 
mein the Chancery, have taxed me on Reco:d, with breach of 
Trult, Confederacy againſt them, and Converſion of their monies 
to my own uſe, though they know themſelves not able ro make 
good one particle of that Charge, or thac 1 ever touch'd one penny 
of their money. | 

But this is not the only Service for which they have made me re- 
compence in this coin ; they may pleaſe to call ro mind, that 1 (not 
fatisfy'd in baving reſtored them by the means aforeſaid , to their 
old Privileges, and therewith to their Eſtates, their Ships & Trade) 
ſtill went on obtaining new ones, and ſtrengthening the old. To 
which end, after the horrid murther committed upon his late Ma- 
jeſty ( chat I might not in the leaſt meaſure ſeem to comply with 
thoſe execrable Uſurpers)l renew'd the Capitulations in the name of 
his preſent Majeſty King Char/ecs the ſecond, to the no ſmall danger 
of my lite the ſecond time, _ for it accuſed in Englayd of high 
Treaſon againſt the then pretended State; and to thoſe renewed Ca- 
pitulations, I procured the Graxd Seignior's own hand ( called the 
Hatſheriff Y an honour and ſecurity never granted before, nor ſince; 
to any Chriſtian Emperor, King, or State whatever in way of Trade; 
andin the renewing of them, | gain'd an addition of ſuch Privilepes, 
as might any ways advantage the Trade, or ſecurethe FaRtories;and* 


kn particular, ſeveral clauſes againſt the Cuſtomers of Aleppo, for 
taking 
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taking Cuſtoms upon moneys, and raw Silk , the aboliſhing of which 
ex4cion, hath ſaved many thouſand pounds 1n the CompaniesPurſe. 
it was by my meansand negotiation, that the Companies ettate 
was diſcharg'd from a Fine laid upon it in Aleppo of 10000 /, Ir 
was by Gods bleſſing upon my endeavours, that ( without expence 
tothe Company, the Grand Seignior was pacify'd touching thar 
great affront put upon him by B/ake in battering his Caltles, and 
{inking eight of his Ships in Farize (a Harbor near Tams) for which 
otherwite, he would, no doubt, have ſeized on the eſtate in the 
Countrey, as formerly upon leſs provocaion he hath done, and as 
the Company then feared, could not be prevented. It was by my 
induſtry, and with much labour and patience, that 1 wrought out 
by degrees, and obtain'd for them that advantageous Privilege 
whereof the Merchants of no Nation but ours have the benefit at 
this day; viz, That no Exg/: man ſhall be condemned upon any 
pretence of debt laid upon him by the teſtimony either of Trks, 
Zews, or Chriſtians, but what he had himſelf acknowledg'd be- 
fore a Caade,or Judge in writing. By vertue of this Privilege | de- 
tended the Companies eſtates again(t all falſe pretences or Avaneas, 
and eſpecially at $m9rna,againlt the pretence of 75co0 /, ſterling, 
demanded of them by one Halillagaa Turk of great power with 
the Vizzr, becauſe he was,with his treaſure,togerher with 120 of 
the Grand Seignior's SubjeRs, delivered up to the FYerxetians by a 
Commander of one of our Ships. And in another caſe [ ſatisfied 
the Gravd Seignior's demand of above twenty thouſand pounds 
more, with a few rotten and decayed Goods, and leſs then 
4000 /. in money, for certain proviſions of his { which one EY, 
another E»g/iſh Commander, ran away with from Alexandria to 
Legorn,) Moreover,by timely finding out and preventing a falſe 
precence made by the Cuſtomer of Aleppo to the Baſſa., and by 
him recommended to the Yizzer ( who had allow'd of it ) I ſaved the 
Fatory there from an intended ſeizure upon all their eſtates, under 
pretence of arrears of Cuſtomes(many years due)for Silk & money. 
Unto which I may juſtly add, as not the leaſt of thoſe Services l 
did the Company in the time of my Negotiation(which with the reſt, 
they have wholly forgot) that [ reduced the annual expences of the 
Port of Conftantinople trom 25. and 32000. Dollers (which it was at 
before my time) to 20000, Nollers per a»num onely ; which of it 
felf may ſufficiently anſwer thoſe valt and unjuſt pretences we 
maAKrc 
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make upon me, for if their expences in the general have (by my fru- 

ality for them) been made leſs by many thouſands of Pounds, then 
what they were before my time ; how is it poſſible, or from whence 
can it ariſe, that I ſhou'd'wrong them in any part of their Eſtate ? 
Moreover, had 1 really done them any kind ot injury, how untruly 
did their own mouths aſſure his Sacred Majeſty of my honeſt and 
juſt dealings with chem, when ihey for that Cauſe fo earneſtly peti- 
tioned im for my longer (tay in Tarkie, Yet, what honelly ſo up- 
right, or reputation ſo clcer, that may not be abuſed by ſueh, as 
neither regard their words, examine their Conſciences, nor value 
their expences,which they impoſe on every trading Member of their 
Company, how averſe ſoever he be to their proceedings, 

What I did in right of the Kings Majelty, by whole onely Com, 
miſſion, and in whoſe Name, 1 re{ided there (without accepting any 
Commiſion or Authority from any of thoſe uſurping Powers then 
in Exg/and) and how farr I inliſted co ſupport bis Majellies Honour 
and intereſt in Trkie, during my Negotiation, I ſhall not reckon 
amons my Services done to the Company, beirg lead to thoſe pers 
formances by the more powerfull obligation of my duty, and alle. 
giance,and not from any other reſpeRts whatſoever, which were bur 
ſecundary, and ſubſervient , neither was it then looked upon by 
them,as any ſervice at all (but rather the contrary) when, with the 
great expence of my private Efate and Purſe, | prevailed fo farr 
with ſome of the *iniſters of thoſe uſurping Powers, as to prevent 
the ſending of two or three perſons to Conftantinople with Oliver's 
Commiſsion, whom the Company had choſen in their Courts to ſup- 
plant me. Likewiſe 1 did oppoſe, and diſmils from Conſtantineple, 
one called Major Lawrence, whom thev ſent thither with the like 
Commiſion to ſuperſede and make null that of his Majeſties. And 
I have no (lender grounds to believe, that thetrue, and fecret cauſc 
.of their ſo unjuſt proſecutions at this ime, 15, the revenge they me» 
ditate againſt me for thole very actions. 

But ic ſufficeth me, that as againſt all their malicious darts 1 
have the witneſs of a good Conſciercce within me, fol hope 1 am 
able to make it appear to all the world without, that I have in all 
my proceedings demean'd my felf carefully, honeltty, and uprighely 
towards them, and not onely ſo, but, in ſome ſort, have ſuperarro- 
gated, by augmenting their Privileges, preſerving their Eſtates, and 
Perſons, from many threatning dangers, and have ſaved and pro- 
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cured them, through my care and pains, many hundred thouſand 
Dollers in their Purſes, having, in the mean time, worn out and con- 
fumed the belt part of my time and ſtrength, without any advantage 
ro my ſelt or family, 

Toſummup all, 1 found at my arrival, that the ſwelling Torrent 
ot Tarkiſh Juitice had, ina manner, drowned all their Intereſt of 
Trade and Commerce there; to reduce which, and to confine it 
within irs proper Channei,colt me neer ſeven years perpetual labour 
and pains, with the expence of many thouſand pounds extraor- 
dinary our of mine own Purſe (of which 1 never placed one penny 
ro their Accompt) and having by this means fortified the banks, and 
{9 kept them, for the ſpace of ſeven years more from any ſuch like 
inundation, the Channel of their Privileges is now worn ſo deep, 
and runs ſo cleer, that it is a thing almoſt impoſsible, the like ſhould 
ever break out apain, 

After all which,to be branded by them wich the odious CharaQer 
of a Truſt- breaker, and Confederate againſt them, to be unjuſtly 
charged with converſion of their Treaſure to my private and extra- 
vagant expences, and to be violently proſecuted as their Debtor, at 
the ſame time, when, upon a juſt and equal accompr, they owe me 
{beſide what before mentior'd)above a thouſand pounds tor ſo much 
paid me ſhort of their agreement with me in the weight and value of 
their Dollers, and the reſult of all,to be the marthering of my Name 
and Reputation, thereby to render me contemptible,and incapable of 
all furure Truſt and Imployment; i appeal to all the World,who have 
the leaſt ſenſe of Honour,and Juſtice in them, whether theſe are nor 
injuries above all poſsibility of fatistaRion ? and whether, by ſo igno- 
minious an ingratitude, they do not loudly tell the World, what re- 
compence all thoſe perſons, who ſhall hercafcer receive the honour 
ro be imploy'd by his Majeſty in the ſame Negotiation, muſt expe& 
at their hands, for all the Services they can, or ſhall endeayour 
todo them ? 

| FINIS. 
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